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209 (Delay, Referral, or Follow-Up No-
tice) may be used for this purpose.

(4) All correspondence to the Presi-
dent, received from outside of DOD,
will be processed per AR 1–9.

(5) Send complaints to the soldier’s
new duty station if the soldier has been
reassigned. Advise the claimant of the
soldier’s reporting date and the unit
address to which correspondence
should be sent.

(6) See § 513.5 for procedures gov-
erning processing of claims for non-
active duty or discharged personnel.

(c) Processing debt complaints based on
dishonored checks. (1) Writing checks
against an account with no or not
enough funds is a serious matter. It
may be a misdemeanor or a felony.
This depends on the amount of the
check and the laws or statutes of the
jurisdiction where the check is pre-
sented for payment. The soldier is re-
sponsible for making sure that money
is in his or her bank account to cover
checks written on that account. Writ-
ing bad checks may result in discipli-
nary or administrative action. Whether
or not such action is taken, a dishon-
ored check for not enough funds re-
mains proof of an indebtedness except
as provided in § 513.1(e)(8).

(2) Commanders must answer all
check complaints, other than those dis-
cussed in § 513.2(c)(3), even if such com-
plaints concerns checks errors caused
by oversight or negligence. (AR 210–60
outlines ways for handling dishonored
checks written on Army installations
and in Army facilities.)

(3) Checks made good within 5 days of
notice do not require any action if the
complaint is based on—

(i) Bank or Government error.
(ii) Failure to date the check.
(iii) Inconsistent or not legible

amounts shown on the check.
(iv) Lack of legible signature.
(4) Bad checks written by family

members are not processed under this
regulation except in the following in-
stance. The SJA finds that these
checks stand for debts for which the
soldier may be held personally liable
under Federal or State laws (for exam-
ple, checks written for necessities such
as rent, utilities, or food).

(d) Inquiries from USACFSC or DA offi-
cials. The commander must—

(1) Give USACFSC or DA officials
complete data on all inquiries.

(2) Seek the advice of the SJA before
replying to a court order if necessary.

(3) State ‘‘not applicable’’ to items
that do not apply.

(4) If applicable, advise USACFSC or
DA officials—

(i) Whether the soldier acknowledges
the debt.

(ii) Of the corrective action taken (to
include the amounts and dates pay-
ments will be made).

(iii) Of the method of payment (for
example, personal check).

(iv) Whether the soldier allowed or
forbade release of the information
given. (See DA Form 4817–R.)

(v) Whether the soldier is following
the terms of a court order.

(vi) Whether the soldier’s actions fol-
low Army policy as stated in this regu-
lation.

(vii) In the reply, include your name,
unit address, and your automatic voice
network (AUTOVON) number. If no
AUTOVON Number is available, in-
clude a commercial or other number
where the unit can be reached.

(5) Return to USACFSC or DA offi-
cials inquiries received after the sol-
dier has been transferred. Include a
copy of his or her permanent change of
station orders.

[51 FR 7270, Mar. 3, 1986; 51 FR 8824, Mar. 14,
1986]

§ 513.3 Administrative and punitive ac-
tions.

(a) Considerations. Commanders will
not tolerate irresponsibility, neglect,
dishonesty, or evasiveness. Failure to
pay debts promptly and honorably may
require disciplinary or administrative
action. If a soldier is not trying to re-
solve unpaid debts promptly or com-
plaints of repeated failure to pay debts
are received, commanders will con-
sider—

(1) Making it a matter of permanent
record (§ 513.3(b)).

(2) Denial of reenlistment (enlisted
members) (AR 601–280).

(3) Administrative separation from
the Service (AR 635–100 or AR 635–200).

(4) Punishment under the UCMJ. (See
§ 513.1(e)(7).)
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(b) Official personnel files. (1) The
Army requires that all-inclusive infor-
mation of the qualifications of its
soliders be on file. This prevents selec-
tion of soldiers for positions of leader-
ship, trust, and responsibility whose
qualifications are questionable.

(2) Documents/records created or re-
ceived in connection with debt com-
plaints will be filed per AR 600–37 and
the Army Functional Files System (AR
340–2 and AR 340–18).

(3) The soldier may show his or her
negligence, disregard, or unwillingness
to resolve the matter by repeatedly
failing to pay his or her debts. In these
cases, the commander will decide
whether to place a letter of reprimand,
admonition, or censure in the soldier’s
official personnel files. AR 600–37, chap-
ter 2, governs action taken to file unfa-
vorable information.

(4) If information does not merit fil-
ing in the soldier’s official personnel
files, the commander will—

(i) Continue to monitor the situation.
(ii) Furnish further guidance and

help.
(iii) Consider later action

(§ 513.3(b)(3)) if warranted by further
evidence.

§ 513.4 Conditions creditors must meet
before getting help in debt proc-
essing.

(a) Statutory and other regulatory re-
quirements. (1) The Truth-in-Lending
Act, Pub. L. 90–321 (15 U.S.C. 1601), lists
the general disclosure rules that must
be met by creditors. It does not cover
private parties who extend credit only
rarely to help a person. (See
§ 513.4(f)(1)).

(2) Federal Reserve Board Regulation
Z (12 CFR part 226) lists specific disclo-
sure rules for all credit transactions
under the Truth-in-Lending Act.

(3) Certain States have rules that
may apply to credit transactions in
lieu of Federal Reserve Board Regula-
tion Z. However, the Federal Reserve
Board must first decide if the State
sets largely the same rules and enforce-
ment measures. States currently ex-
empted from Regulation Z are Con-
necticut, Maine, Massachusetts, Okla-
homa, and Wyoming.

(4) DOD Standards of Fairness (app
B) define fair and just dealings with

soldiers. DA Pam 360–520, chapter 4,
contains simplified explanations of
these standards. Note that certain debt
complaints are exempt (§ 513.4(f)).

(5) Certificate of Compliance certifies
the creditor has complied with the full
disclosure requirements of Federal or
State laws and regulations, State laws
regarding contact with the employer of
the debtor, and the application of the
Standards of Fairness to the consumer
credit transaction.

(6) Full disclosure information shows
what the soldier should know about
contract terms.

(7) The Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act contains other conditions a
creditor must meet. (See § 513.1(g)).

(b) State laws. Florida, Louisiana,
Maryland, Massachusetts, New York,
North Carolina, and Wisconsin have
passed laws that forbid creditors from
contacting employers. This includes
commanders, unless certain conditions
are met. These conditions are the re-
duction of a debt to court judgment or
the written permission of a debtor. The
judgment must conform to the Sol-
diers’ and Sailors’ Civil Relief Act of
1940, as amended (50 U.S.C. app, section
501 et seq., (1970)) if applicable. (See DA
Pam 27–166.) Other States may enact
similar laws; if they do, the same con-
ditions will apply. Creditors wanting to
make use of the debt processing privi-
lege must first certify their compliance
with the relevant State’s law about
contact with an employer. These laws,
however, do not apply if the debtor is
located in a State that has not passed
such a law.

(c) Debt processing. (1) Creditors,
other than private parties described in
513.4(f)(1), must send—

(i) A signed copy of the Certificate of
Compliance with DOD Standards of
Fairness (app B) showing compliance
with one of the following:

(A) The Truth-in-Lending Act.
(B) Federal Reserve Board Regula-

tion Z.
(C) State regulations.
(ii) A true copy of the signed con-

tract.
(iii) The general and specific disclo-

sure information given the soldier be-
fore signing the contract.

(iv) A copy of a judgment or written
permission from the soldier allowing
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